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The Find of a Lifetime!
The joy of finding live relatives in Sweden
BY MARK FRIDEN
My ancestry is 25% Swedish; my father’s
father (my farfar) was born in Worcester,
MA, of Swedish immigrant parents. My
grandfather’s aunts and uncles (on his
father’s side) all came to live in Worcester,
eventually.
My grandfather’s mother’s family was
a different story. Anna was the eldest of 15
children. After her mother had given birth
to eight children, she passed away. The
widowed husband then married for a
second time, and this second wife had
seven children before she, too, passed
away. Ten of those fifteen children lived
to adulthood. Of those that did, seven immigrated to America. Which means three
of my farfar’s mor’s siblings remained in
Sweden, and possibly raised families.
My grandfather’s mother was Anna
Charlotta Andersdotter,1 (b. 9 Jan. 1861
at Stora Kungshäll on Föltorp lands in
Grebo, [Östg.]). After her mother Johanna
Wikstrand, (b. 15 June 1834 at Hällevad,
Alviken, Nykil, [Östg.])2 had died on 2
January 18783 at Stora Kungshäll, her father, Anders Viktor Svensson, (b. 28 June
1836 at Perstorp, Södra Vi ([Kalm.])4,
married again. He married 25 Jan. 18795
at Grebo, to Mathilda Andersdotter, (b. 2
January 1854 at Ekholmen, Landeryd,
[Östg.]). She died at Stora Kungshäll on
17 Jan. 18926. Father Anders Viktor Svensson died at Stora Kungshäll on 5 Aug.
19187.
Why do I state all of this in such detail?
Well, I come from what I have always
called one of the “World’s Smallest
Families.” My father had no brothers or
sisters. My mother had no brothers or sisters. Therefore, I have no aunts, no uncles,
and no first cousins. None! Never had ‘em,
never will. On top of that, I only have two
brothers, so my immediate family is not
large by any means. This was actually the
catalyst for starting to do genealogy research.
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As a child, I’d see Christmas cards come
from Aunt Sigrid and Uncle Gus, or from
Axel and Olga, and wanted to know who
everyone was and how I was related to
them. My mother would say, “Oh, Aunt
Sigrid is your great aunt.” With childlike
curiosity, I’d ask, “Well, what did she DO
that made her so great?” This lead to an
early understanding of the terms “great
uncle,” “second cousin,” etc. It also meant
I did have more family out there – somewhere! And that was the start of my lifelong
quest to find living relatives in Sweden.
I knew that if I could find any family in
“the old country,” the most likely ones to
locate would be descendants of those three
siblings of my great-grandmother Anna that
stayed in Sweden. But how would I find
them? I have had a membership to Ancestry.com for a long time, but they, of
course, do not release information on living people. Like many of you, I don’t have
an unlimited budget to join as many
membership-only research sites as I’d like.
Fast forward to January 2018. As you

probably know, ArkivDigital offered a
“free weekend” in late January. I think I
was online all 48 hours that weekend!
Then, it was announced that Riksarkivet.se
would become a totally free site, starting
February first!
My great-grandmother Anna’s younger
siblings would probably be the easiest ones
to find living descendants of, they were all
born at Stora Kungshäll. I started with
Anna’s eldest half-brother, Victor Gotthard
(Andersson) Svensson, born 30 Jan. 1879,
who died 12 June 1922 at Viggebyholm,
Grebo, next came Sigrid Wilhelmina, (b. 2
Sep. 1880, and then came Ernst Thure (b.
4 Sep. 1882).
I was quickly able to locate a second
generation of descendants of those three
siblings. And then a third. But how to reach
them? By sheer chance, I went to the search
engine I usually use (Bing, in my case; I’m
sure many use Google). I typed in the name
of a descendant I’d found, and learned
something very interesting about Swedish
culture today. While we provincial Ameri-

Grebo church, built in 1773, when it succeeded at least two more older churches in the area.
There is a baptismal font, dated 1686. There are several old painting and a crucifix from the the
1200s. Local owners of manorial estates have donated items to beautify the church.
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cans regard personal information as sacred,
ever afraid of hackers and identity thefts,
Swedes share everything about themselves!
The response for the name I typed in led
me to a free Swedish website, ratsit.se.
There, I quickly found his full name, age,
home address, who else lived at that
address (and their ages), the year, make,
and model of every vehicle owned, the
square footage of his house (and the value
of the real estate!) – even how many pets
were in that household! There was even a
phone number! Knowing how technologically progressive Sweden is, I was
willing to bet a krona that this was NOT a
landline number, either. I knew I had found
this kusin, as the birthdates matched what
I found on ArkivDigital and Riksarkivet.
I have ”cold-called” people here in the
States while searching for relatives, but I
didn’t want to try that with a stranger in
Sweden. Sweden is so incredibly progressive; most Swedes speak English. But

still, I didn’t want to call. So, I wrote a
one-page letter, introducing myself and
telling Royne (that is his name) who I
was, why I was writing, how I thought
we were related, etc. I kept it to one
page, as I didn’t want to bury the poor
guy in a ton of questions! I included my
home address, my home telephone
number, and my email address. I put in
an envelope, mailed it, crossed my fingers, and waited…
Within a week, I had an email reply
from Royne and his son Mikael! I was
over the moon! He agreed with my information, and said we are indeed
related. As they say on television, “But
wait! There’s more!” It turns out that
Royne and his cousins in Sweden have
already done some genealogy research
on their own, and saved everything on
a CD, with old photographs and everything! This lead to my being put in
contact with kusin Gunilla. We are right

This image shows Anna Charlotta (Andersdotter) Fridén, my great-grandmother, who is the
one I mentioned in the article. This photo was taken in Worcester, Massachusetts about 1910,
not long after her husband, Eric Fridén died and left her with 12 children. My farfar (Rudolph
Anders) is the young boy sitting on the ground in the front. Three of her children are not in the
picture. The mustachioed man at the far right is Gustave Ringdahl, who married Sigrid Fridén,
the eldest daughter. The two small girls held on laps are their two daughters.

now in the midst of exchanging information.
But this was too good a story to keep to
myself; I had to share it. Hopefully, my good
luck will be your good luck too! Tack så
mycket for reading, and lycka till!

Swedish visits
I have made several trips to Sweden; the most
recent was in 2012. With a friend, we revisited
Stockholm for a few days, then based ourselves in Örebro, to poke around the countryside where my family lived, via a rented car.
We finished with at week in Karlstad at the
European Curling Championships.
I was able to spend a day of research at the
Swedish Migration Center (now the Kinship
Center) in Karlstad. I wish I had known these
new kusiner then!"

Endnotes:
1) Anna Charlotta left for America on 25 May
1881 (Grebo (E) AI:14 (1881-1885) Image
23 / page 11
2) Nykil (E) C:6 (1830-1850) Image 27 / page
47.
3) Grebo (E) C:5 (1862-1894) Image 245 /
page 453. She died of chest illness.
4) Södra Vi (H) C:5 (1828-1851) Image 76 /
page 143.
5) Grebo (E) AI:14 (1881-1885) Image 23 /
page 11.
6) Grebo (E) F:1 (1890-1894) Image 11. She
died of hernia at Linköping Hospital.
7) Grebo (E) F:2 (1895-1937) Image 61 / page
56. He died from “old age frailty” (ålderdomssvaghet).

Author Mark Friden lives in Star Lake, NY.
His e-mail is: <unionpoint@yahoo.com>

A few Swedish stamps of historical interest

Two idols from the Viking
age.

Governor Johan Printz
makes a deal with the Native American Chief.

In 1783 Sweden and the U.S.
signed a treaty of friendship
and trade.

A typical Swedish tailor in An old fiddler playing
the early 1900s.
on key harp at a local
heritage center.
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